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The fact cannot be too forcibly impressed upon the
minds of the Indian people, that when the first
small body of English gentlemen, constituting the
British East India Company, landed on the shores
of this Empire in 1600, they came not for conquest
but for trade.    As traders they remained,   until
a  greatness that  they  did not  anticipate  was
thrust   upon  them.    The Government  of  India
became their destiny, nolens volens, and right royally
did they perform their task.    The amelioration
of the people's condition, the  development of the
industrial resources of the country,  the purifica-
tion of justice, the civilizing of barbarous  tribes,
the suppression of unholy rites and cruel abomin-
ations,   the   general  diffusion  of enlightenment
and truth,  these  formed   but a few  among  the
many good deeds performed by the English settlers
under the hot sun of the East, isolated from those
of their own race, in a climate where there are no
ordinary incentives to exertion,  amidst  dangers
and difficulties calculated to  have deterred the
brave and to have repelled the resolute.

Throughout the career of the East  India Com-
pany,   they   evinced   no   desire   for   territorial